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Thank you for your interest in our Winter 2027 production of Hansel and Gretel from the classic 
story by The Brothers Grimm, adapted by Vera Morris! We are thrilled to revisit this classic tale of 
mystery, magic and mayhem. To help you prepare for auditions, we are providing important details 
about the production, along with some encouragement to ‘break a leg’. Please remember to HAVE 
FUN! 
 
Reading through this packet and preparing in advance is completely optional, but we encourage 
those who may feel nervous about auditions or cold readings to review the material. It can also help 
you get ready for your character and start thinking about how you may want to portray each role. 
Below, you’ll find a full production calendar, a synopsis of the show, a character breakdown, and 
audition sides (excerpts from the script used for readings during auditions).  
 
Please note: 

● ​ Memorization is not required.  
● ​ Copies of the scripts, and Madame Dido monologues, will be provided to all 

auditioners throughout the audition process 
 

Plot Overview:  
When Hansel and Gretel are sent into the woods, they encounter some marvelous folk — an arrogant 
troll who fiercely guards his little wooden bridge, a talking owl, a forest sprite, and two hobgoblins in the 
service of the nasty (and hilarious) witch.  Tremble for Hansel as he’s locked in a cage and fed nothing 
but fudge and cake.  Cheer Gretel as she outwits the crone and sets free all the lost children who have 
been turned into cookies!  All the moments are here, from the night spent in the woods to the discovery 
of the candy-coated little cottage.  
 
Casting Information:  
Auditions are open to anyone ages 10-20. No experience required and there are no audition 
or participation fees!  Casting for all characters is fluid in terms of race, ethnicity, gender, 
physical ability, and experience level. Walpole Children’s Theatre welcomes anyone aspiring 
to be on stage.  

We are looking for a cast of 18 to 25 performers. Unfortunately, we cannot cast 
everyone who auditions for this production. Casting notifications will be made in the 
days following auditions via phone or email.  

We encourage all auditionees to bring their enthusiasm, creativity, and love for 
storytelling! We look forward to seeing you at auditions and can’t wait to bring Hansel and 
Gretel  to life together. Have fun!! 
 
Our Attendance Expectations for Participating Cast Members:  

●​ All rehearsals are in-person 
●​ Cast members are expected to list all rehearsal conflicts (confirmed and/anticipated) at 

auditions 
●​ Missing more than 50% (90 minutes) of a scheduled rehearsal will count as an absence 
●​ As a reminder, please see the provided calendar 
●​ Non-emergency absences after 1/24/2027 will be subject to production team approval 
●​ All tech rehearsals and production dates (2/16-2/28/27) are mandatory 

 

 



 
 
 
Hansel and Gretel Calendar 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/e/2PACX-1vTCLqaGcPSiTM50uwkYGVgX-lIPVdOUU93teJgg5TJ00tGYASVsg3rPy9jRZQ9BMozCt9QyYe6PSc8y/pub


 

 

 
 
Audition Info & Links  
Sunday, November 1st, 2026 at 1PM 
Walpole VFW, 109 Robbins Rd, Walpole, MA 02081 
 
 



 
Audition Schedule: 
12:30 - 1:00 PM: Arrival & Registration 
1:00 - 2:30 PM Introductions & Madame Dido 
END of Primary Auditions - only a portion of auditionees will be asked to stay for callbacks 
3:00 - 4:00 PM: Callbacks 
 
Please complete the following registration form prior to auditions 
AUDITION REGISTRATION LINK 
 
Madame Dido Monologue 
All auditionees are asked to perform a monologue, Madame Dido, in the first part of the auditions. It 
does not have to be memorized but that is highly encouraged to showcase their volume, diction, 
physicality, and character if it is memorized 
 
Auditionees will be given an opportunity to read excerpts from the script as part of the audition. These 
readings, called “Sides”, are included in this packet and can be reviewed before the auditions. 
Auditionees do not need to print the sides to bring. There will be copies of the sides will be available for 
auditionees to read at the auditions.  
 
Please review the Calendar included in the Audition Packet prior to auditioning.  
All conflicts need to be disclosed on the audition registration form. Attendance at rehearsals is 
expected.  
 
Conflicts for Tech Week and performances are not allowed. 
 
 
 

Audition FAQs: 

Can I stay at the auditions with my child? 

Auditions are closed to everyone except the crew and those auditioning. Parents and guardians are 
welcome to wait outside or leave and return between audition sections. Crew members will have 
phones available to arrange pickups or provide updates. 

How will I know if my child is involved in callbacks? 

Callback determinations will be made by 2:30 PM. Those asked to stay or leave can use crew phones 
to arrange pickup. Everyone else should expect to stay until 4:00 PM unless other arrangements have 
been made with the producers or directors. 

Does everyone get cast? 

Casting depends on the number of roles available and the director's vision. Not everyone who auditions 
may receive a role, but those not cast are encouraged to try again at future auditions or productions. 

Where are the auditions? 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScM6pF6RJKaGyQls4eYNE9u_66Md-wml5MqcXE2WjNo_0yLKA/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=106853646312711202333
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZqvZDITnpbzQWQtqsBKPsGOlTiIVjddEo-7XJrotVjE/edit?tab=t.ob92ejujexta


 
Auditions will be held at VFW Walpole, Robbins Road, from 12:30 to 4:00 PM on Sunday, November 
1st, 2026 

When are rehearsals? 

Rehearsals are held on Sundays, Tuesdays throughout November, December, January and February, 
and some Thursdays in February 2027 

Are rehearsals mandatory? 

Not all rehearsals are mandatory. Attendance is expected unless a conflict was previously disclosed, or 
the director notifies cast members of an exception or cancellation. Rehearsals during Tech Week 
(February 16-18) are mandatory. 

When is the final production? 

There are seven performances between February 19-27, with tech rehearsals starting on February 16. 

Are production weeks mandatory? 

Yes, participation is mandatory from February 16 - 28, 2027. 

 

 

 

 

Audition Tips 

Volume & Pronunciation – Be Heard!​
Make sure we can hear you! Speak up, project your voice, and enunciate so your words are clear.  The 
director may be sitting close to the stage, but we want to know you can be heard at the back of a filled 
auditorium. Project your voice to the back of the room. 

Embrace the Characters​
This show is a comedy with magic and mystery. Explore the personality of the characters. The more fun 
you have, the more we’ll enjoy watching you. Don’t hold back—this is your chance to bring the scenes 
to life. 

Make Us Laugh​
This story is filled with humor, so find moments to make your performance funny. Think about 
timing—a well-placed pause, reaction, or movement can make a joke land perfectly. 

Make a Bold Choice – Stand Out​
Give us something memorable. Whether it’s the way your character moves, talks, or reacts, don’t be 
afraid to make strong choices. Even small details can set you apart. Take a risk and have fun with it. 



 
Bring the Energy​
Even if you’re playing a slow-moving character, that’s still an active choice. Stay engaged in every 
moment, even when you’re not speaking. React, listen, and keep the energy up. We want to see 
characters that feel alive, not just actors reciting lines. 

Final Reminder: We’re excited to see what you bring to the table, and we want you to succeed. Trust 
your instincts, commit to your choices, and let your personality shine. You’ve got this! 🎭✨ 

 

CHARACTERS 

Cast (18 speaking): 

Hansel – young boy, always hungry 

Gretel – his sister, same age 

Frederick – neighborhood boy 

Susie – neighborhood girl 

Johanna– neighborhood girl 

Lydia – resident witch expert 

Frick – goblin that serves the witch 

Frack – goblin that serves the witch 

Witch  – not nice at all 

Mother – H&G’s mom  

Father – H&G’s dad, a woodcutter and toy maker 

Troll – collects tolls from passersbys 

Owl – wise and helpful 

Dew Princess – sprinkles dew drops in the morning 

Echo – young girl, a forest sprite 

Sandman – helps children sleep 

Casper – turned into gingerbread 

Katrina – turned into gingerbread 

 

 

 



 
MADAME DIDO MONOLOGUE 

 

Come one! Come all!  

And see the great, Madame Dido*  

Jump from this 100 foot tower  

Into this one foot pail of water.  

Are you ready Madame Dido*?  

“Yes, I’m ready” (said as an aside in a Madame Dido voice behind hand) 

Then on the count of three, you shall jump!  

One… two…three… 

Jump, Madame Dido*, Jump!  

whooooooooooooo- SPLAT!  

(Look of disgust in direction of Splat)  

(Dance off stage) 

 

*Dido pronunciation= Die - Doh 

 



 
Audition Sides: 
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